GOVERNMENT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

2020 BUDGET ESTIMATES
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Other Revenue
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Employee Compensation
Goods and Services
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Loan Disbursements (Development Projects)
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My people of the Virgin Islands, when we talk about resilience and sustainable
development, these are some of the contributing factors that will help us to attract
investors, create jobs, protect our environment and build a prosperous Territory that
can stand shoulder to shoulder with any other across the globe. We are building for a
lifetime so that future generations of leaders and the entire citizenry (including its
customers) can enjoy the results. Together we will build a stronger greener BVI,

- The Honourable Andrew A. Fahie

THE REVISION OF THE RECOVERY TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Recovery to Development Plan (RDP) is the road map for the Territory’s
recovery. The RDP was approved by Cabinet and later the House of Assembly in
October 2018. After the election in February 2019, the new administration decided to
accelerate the pace of recovery by narrowing the scope and concentrating on priority
sectors that are instrumental to the Territory’s continuing recovery and are linked to

future development.

Restored Government Rehabilitated Tourism

[ SR ot
*Housing *Government - *Hotels, guest houses *Roads and Sea
eEducation Buildings and eHistorical Sites Defenses
eWaste and Debris Systems eTourists attractions *Water and Sewerage
Management *Securty and Law eBathrooms sSeaports - Cargo and
Enforcement Passenger

The revised RDP will be implemented collaboratively by the Government of the
Virgin Islands, the Recovery and Development Agency (RDA), Private Sector,
donors, charities and development partners. The Government fundamentally
believes that a more focused RDP will provide all implementing agencies with a
clearer mandate for delivery within the specified timeframe. It will also provide the
opportunity to envision and extensively consult with all stakeholders in society, to
articulate the long-term (20 years) priorities and actions which would further be
captured in developing the Government’s National Strategic Development Plan.

Ay~ A “‘{ﬁ.. QUICK FACTS 2019:

5 Land Area: 59 sq. mi.
GDP (Constant): $1.225B
= GDP Per Capita: $36,215
Population (est): 33,825
Sources: Ministry of Finance & Central Statistics

1

TRANSFORMATION FOR RESILIENCE:

SMART STRATEGIES, STABILITY, EMPOWERED PEOPLE & GREEN DEVELOPMENT

BUDGET IN BRIEF 2020
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Revised RDP Budget by Primary Benefit

Infrastructure
Resilience
15%
Climate Resilience
17%

Revenue
Generating
24%

Government Organisation and Services

The Government of the Virgin Islands
provides services through seven
Constitutionally Established Bodies and seven
Ministries. These Ministries are then broken
down into over 60 Programmes, which are
further broken down into Sub-Programmes.
Also attached to the Government’s structure
are State Owned Enterprises and Statutory
Bodies, which fall under the portfolios of
respective Ministers, to fulfil specific roles with

a certain level of autonomy.




WHAT ARE WE DOING?

SELECTED PROJECTS AND POLICIES TO IMPACT OUR SOCIETY:

Development Result Area Programme Project Policy Status Budget
Health - Policy, 911 Emergency Response To ensure a functional, operating Ongoing $160,000
Planning and Admin. | Centre response to emergency calls for health
Iris O’'Neal Clinic To ensure the ba-sm hea.lth and _ Ongoing $250,000
emergency care is provided to residents
and visitors on Virgin Gorda.
Education - Policy, School Redevelopment To provide a newly developed facility Ongoing $1,500,000
Planning and Admin. that incorporates smart and safe
standards and to ensure a resilient and
functional Junior High School.
Youth Affai
o ars Sports Facilities To enhance recreational facilities for the Ongoing $450,000
people of the Territory and enhancing
opportunities for further representation
on the world stage.
Premier’s Office Tourism Infrastructure To rehabilitate and develop of various Ongoing $250,000
Development tourist related sites and structures
throughout the Territory to ensure all
CO O C sites are resilient.
Transportation, National Sewerage Project To ensure a comprehensive system for Ongoing $3,043,300
Works and Utilities - | East End/Long Look treatment of sewerage within the
Policy, Planning and communities.
Admin.
Natural Resources - National Parks Restoration To enhance the tourist and resident Ongoing $200,000
Policy, Planning and experience by highlighting the natural
Admin. resources of the Territory.
ENVIRON]V.[ENT Finance - Policy, Climate Vulnerability To develop a policy guide for Ongoing $200,000
Planning and Admin. | Assessment infrastructure development to ensure
climate vulnerability mitigation steps
are incorporated.
Transportation, Works | Central Administration To provide a safe and healthy working Ongoing $9,281,900
and Utilities - Policy, | Complex environment for public officers and the
Planning and Admin. general public and to create a more
efficient and energy efficient facility.
DIRECTION
Premier’s Office E-Government Initiative To complement the transformation Ongoing $300,000
process through ICT to enhance the
services offered to the public.
_ ‘ DID YOU KNOW?
Programme/Department Key Performance Indicators Planned Revised | Estimates Smart Strategies
2019 2019 2020
Department of Disaster Management | No. of weather stations re-established and 26 28 29 | The GoVI will be supporting
capturing data the comprehensive  digital
Town and Country Planning No. of development applications processed 250 340 250 | transformation of the Public
- Service through a suite of
Inland Revenue No. of registered houses 8,793 8,793 8,881 . . . . .
electronic legislation including
D P ion, El i
Department of Labour No. of work permits approved 10,481 9,600 9,600 la-ta rotection . ectronic
Filing, Electronic Funds
- - - P Transfer, and Electronic
Education Policy, Planning and No. of Grade 6 students transitioning to 260 345 350 T .
Administration Grade 7 (secondary school) RNISEET I,
Public Health No. of food handlers certified 1600 1,349 1,600
Department of Motor Vehicles No. of vehicles licensed 1,8500 17,130 17,130




REVENUE

2020 Revenue Budget

3%
1%
12% 4%

Income/Payroll Tax 50.53 51.84 52.36
Property Tax 272 286 290
Taxes on Goods and Services 244 13 22897 22472
Taxes on International Trade 40.17 4473 49 90
- Other Taxes 491 587 11.00

Grants 2.82 0.19 5.00
Other Revenue 16.55 1584 17.01
Total Recurrent Revenue 361 .83 350.30 362 .89
Financing (Capital + Other) 65.83 1287 51.12
EXAMPLES OF REVENUE:

B Income/Payroll Tax W Property Tax § Taxes on Goods and Services Taxes on Goods and Services: Hotel Accommodation Tax , Financial

® Taxes on International Trade @ Other Taxes o Grants .
Services Revenue

 Other Revenue  Financing (Capital + Other) B .
Taxes on International Trade: Passenger Tax, Import Duties
Other Taxes: Stamp duty
Other Current Revenue: Judiciary Fines

EXPENDITURE

EXAMPLES OF EXPENDITURE:

Employee Compensation: Social Contributions (NHI)
Fagpleyes Srsggeiioe R Ll [l Goods and Services: Waste collection

(Goods and Services |1 6226 U001 o ubidies: Grane to BVI Tourist Board

Interest 5.50 598 7.08

Other Expenses: Compensation payments

Other Expenses 7.34 122 691 Top 10 Central Gov't Projects
Total Recurrent Expenditure  331.33  293.46 32729 12000000
Capital Expenditure 75.37 2327 65.96 10,306,78

10000000

Principle Repayments 13.12 13.11 1455 8000000

6000000

Top 10 Allocations of Gov't Resources
45,000,000 12,000,000 4000000

20,000,000
o
=&
> _on® 2000000

25

25,000,000

30,000,000

25,000,000

20,000,000

15,000,000

10,000,000

5,000,000

DID YOU KNOW?
Green Development

One of the initiatives of the GoVI is for the Territory to
become “Green Smart”. Youth Empowerment Project
(YEP) recently had the very first grid-tied renewable
energy inspection conducted on its building. This is the

first step towards getting to the renewable energy goals of
feserve Fund the VI and following the energy resiliency plan to attain

Interest Other Recurrent Expenditure.
Principal Repayments

S—— 70 to 80 percent renewable energy usage in the Territory.

Grants Capital Acquisitions.

Employee Compensation




PERFORMANCE OF TOP SECTORS

TOURISM FINANCIAL SEEVICES
. . Incorporations and Companies Revenue, 2013 - 2018
Tourist Arrivals 20000000
1,200,000 30.00%
/—“ I 20.00% 250,000,000 50000
1,000,000
/ 10.00%
800,000 200,000,000 10000
0.00%
600,000 -10.00%
250,000,000 30000
-20.00%
400,000
-30.00% 100,000,000 20,000
200,000 o '
-40.00%
- - -50.00% 50,000,000 10,000
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
== Cruise & Day Trippers | 401,744 | 375,739 | 369,257 | 529,354 | 716,616 | 421,305 | 216,660
== Overnighters 351,404 | 366,108 | 386,127 | 393,018 | 407,764 | 325,202 | 192,312
i Total 753,148 | 741,847 | 755,384 | 922,372 [1,124,380| 746,507 | 408,972 Py oo St a0 sasess S5
mmTotal Growth (%) 9.42% | -1.50% | 1.82% | 22.11% | 21.90% | -33.61% | -45.22% A Ve Vi e Y e
PERFORMANCE OF ECONOMY
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT EMPLOYMENT
Nominal GDP and Growth Rate Average Earnings, 2012-2018
$29,000
$1,400 15.00
— — $28,000
$1,200
F 10.00 $27,000
51,000 $26,000
g I 5.00
é $800 $25,000
5
o
2 $600 | 0.00 $24,000
$400 $23,000
| 5.00 $22,000
$200
$21,000
s | 1000 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017pe | 2018p EMen $26,271 $27,175 $28,401 $28,056 $28,326 $27,702 $27,564
| =i Nominal GDP $1,020 | $1033 | $1099 | $1174 | $1291 | $1176 | $1,281 HWomen| $23,873 $24,373 $25,502 $25,453 $25,681 $25,515 $26,699
‘-H-Nnm. GDP Growth (%) 4.22 1.22 6.45 6.82 9.92 -8.92 8.97
TRANSFORMING FOR RESILIENCE:
Over the period 2015 to 2016 (prior to the 2017 storms), nominal Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
DID YOU KNOW?
recorded growth of between 7 — 10%. In 2018, the growth of nominal GDP was about 9% which
Empowered People

demonstrates that the Virgin Islands economy has commenced its climb towards its pre-storm
levels of growth. As the Territory continues to focus on rebuilding smarter and stronger towards a
sustainable more investment friendly platform, there are a number of changes that the Territory
must undergo to realise this goal. While rebuilding partnerships in tourism towards enhancing
our tourism product, many avenues for diversification of our economy from its traditional pillars
are being explored. The renewed focus on our tourism product is seen in our increasing tourist
arrival numbers. These changes have become even more important in 2019, as the financial
services industry recorded a fall in the number of company incorporations and re-registrations.
With the continued rebuilding of our infrastructure, the construction industry continues to boom
and our employment figures continue to rebound. These small changes being made now are set to

align the future of the Territory as a more sustainable, resilient and diversified economy.

The lessons in resilience learnt from the recovery process after these storms have shaped the lives
of my people and our Territory. Notwithstanding, my Government would like to harness this

experience from shaping to transforming the lives of my people for resilience into the future.

The GoVI is establishing an Innovation Lab as a
tangible way of supporting businesses as well as
new startups. This will be designed in a space to
nurture brand development and assist in
conducting business with clients in a professional
environment.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Published by: Ministry of Finance
Government of the Virgin Islands

Telephone:  (284) 494-3701 (ext. 2144)
Email: finance@gov.vg
Website: http://www.bvi.gov.vg/ministry/

ministry-of-finance

Premier and Minister of Finance
Hon. Andrew A. Fahie
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2020 BUDGET ADDRESS

Transformation for resilience and sustainability:
SMART strategies, Empowered People, and Green Development

Mr Speaker, a pleasant Good Day and God’s Blessings to you and all the people of the Virgin

Islands; those here in the Gallery, those listening via the radio and to those viewing online.

I move that the Bill shortly entitled the Appropriation Act, 2020 be read a second time as I

invite this Honourable House to extend its customary indulgence as I deliver the Territory’s
2020 Budget Address.

I count it an honour and a privilege to rise for the second time in less than nine months to

present a national budget for the Virgin Islands.

Introduction

Mr Speaker, before I get in to this Budget Address, I wish to first say all praises be to God for
keeping His guiding hands on the BVI, and for reminding us as a Government that we are
here working for the people doing His will. I do not take my faith in God as a lifestyle, but a

reality because nothing is possible without the hands of God.

In standing here today, I pay tribute to our first Premier of the Virgin Islands, Honourable
Ralph T. O'Neal, OBE Member Emeritus, who passed away on November 11. I know that we
are all grateful to him for his 60 years of service to this Territory. In an unconventional
action, I hereby ask all persons to please stand for a moment of silence in remembrance of

him.

I also recognise the contributions and service of our previous Virgin Islands leaders who

served in this Honourable House prior to this Government’s tenure.



I want to express my appreciation and commendations to our Ministerial team who have
brought a fresh perspective, excitement and drive to Government. I wish to thank them for
their continued commitment in keeping the BVI afloat. I can say that we all came in with
fresh eyes in February 2019, in a time when hope and prosperity were extremely low. Now
with recovery on the move, new ideas and focus, I am comforted in the words that God’s

anchor still holds in the storm.

I thank our families for understanding that building the BVI requires long hours. We do love

and appreciate you for the unwavering support that you continue to give.

I extend thank you to our dedicated members of the Public Service from the Permanent
Secretaries to senior, middle and junior Public Officers and to all statutory bodies and their

Boards.

I wish to especially single out the Financial Secretary and his staff at the Ministry of Finance,
who have done most of the heavy lifting in producing two budget plans and supporting
documents in less than nine months. I know that this has not been an easy feat, but an

important undertaking for the people of this Territory.

I would also like to thank the many members of the public who took the time out to provide
suggestions formally and informally, and during the several public consultations held during
the past nine months. Your Government is happy that the people of the Virgin Islands can
once again speak freely about where we all want to see the BVI. Thank you for being a
people who openly reminds us that we are not a perfect Government, but yet encourages us

to strive for perfection.

It is on all of your shoulders that I stand today, and that we as a Government stand today and

that we as a Territory stand every day, in solidarity, as I read this 2020 Budget Address.



What you will recognise throughout this Budget Address is that it is about ‘back to basics’. It
is about engaging and employing the strategies that our forefathers used to build the BVI.
They built the BVI with what was in their hands. You may ask what was in their hands? I
am glad that you asked. Their faith in God. Their innovative and entrepreneurial spirit. Their
persistence to defeat resistance from achieving their goals. And, they did all this working

together for one common goal—a better BVI.

This Budget Address is about us connecting what we need, with what is in our hands using
green and SMART strategies. This address is about getting our people involved in the
planning, production, and distribution of success through their entrepreneurial spirits and

innovation.

More importantly, this budget is not just about money, it is about us being innovative

through laws, and the Budget reflecting how the laws will help our people to earn money.

The Starting Point

When I presented the 2019 budget in April — eight months ago, I described it as a transitional
budget. This was partly because, firstly, more than a whole quarter of the fiscal year had

already passed.

Secondly, the preparation of a budget is not a simple task. It takes months of work. Ministries
must identify their priorities and programmes through strategic planning in a process that
involves a lot of moving parts, and then this must be brought together in a fiscal package.
Therefore, with a constitutional deadline looming for the passage of the 2019 budget, there
was not much that a one-month-young administration could do but to press forward with a
budget drafted based on the priorities and programmes of our predecessor. Circumstances

simply did not allow this new Government the opportunity to begin out of the blocks with a



budget that was tailored to match the mandate appointed to us by the people mere weeks

before.

Notwithstanding this, your Government dug in its heels and sat down to the task of bringing

relief to those citizens who needed it and improving the quality of life for all residents.

Suffice it to say, we met a Territory struggling to recover 18 months after being devastated by
three back-to-back major catastrophes and with precious little done to help the people of the

Territory to get back on their feet, especially those who were most vulnerable.

Major revenue-generating infrastructure such as our ferry ports were in shambles and
inoperable. Our Public Officers were working in unfavourable environments while hoping
for their justly-earned increments to more adequately provide for their families and

themselves.

In some cases, almost two years after Irma, our children were relegated to half-day school,
putting their preparation for life in a fiercely competitive global world at a severe

disadvantage compared to that of their peers in other countries.

In some cases, we met taps dry, no running water; sewage running onto our streets, blocked
ghuts and drains, and open burning of garbage at the incinerator and other temporary sites.
We met the Territory operating on a provisional budget of one-third of the 2018 national

recurrent allocation due to failure to have an approved 2019 Budget in a timely manner.

The tourism industry was facing many challenges. Our taxi drivers, tour operators, food and
beverage vendors, and service industries were suffering, largely because relationships with

external partners, such as some of the major cruise lines, were allowed to deteriorate.

Residents on our Sister Islands were neglected for simple essentials such as banking facilities,

among other needs.



I have mentioned just a few of these challenges to refresh your mind of what your

Government was faced with upon taking office just over eight months ago.

The Operating Environment 2019 into 2020

The operating environment of 2019 has provided opportunities as well as threats for the

Virgin Islands.

On the one hand, the Caribbean Tourism Organization has registered increasing interest by
tourists in Caribbean destinations since the latter half of 2018, with a 12 percent increase in

arrivals to regional destinations in the first quarter of 2019.

But our neighbours — our competitors — are upping their game.

Just to give some examples, Barbados is set to host the Caribbean International Tourism
Conference from December 11 to 13, and Nevis has been named as the host country for the
10th Tourism Human Resources Conference in May 2020. By that time, St Kitts is expecting
a major increase in airlift with both American Airlines and Delta Air Lines extending their

existing non-stop Saturday flights to the island from John F. Kennedy Airport.

Cayman Islands this month announced that its room stock is now past 7,000 with the
condominiums and villas categories accounting for 73 percent of the 1,000 rooms added in

the last three years.

Recent reports indicate that Grand Bahama Island has already rebounded from the damage
caused by Hurricane Dorian last August, and many of its major hotels, marinas and
attractions have begun reopening. Cruise ships have started making calls. Grand Bahama will
welcome its one hundred thousandth cruise visitor by the end of the year, and the Grand

Bahama International Airport is expected to reopen by the end of this month.



Other Caribbean destinations have become more aggressive with their marketing. Regional

tourism is becoming increasingly competitive.

Our financial services industry has been exposed to shocks as well. The likely
implementation of a publicly accessible register of beneficial ownership, and the requirement

for economic substance will change the landscape in this sector.

Already high shipping costs have started to increase. As of this month, shipping companies
serving the BVI, and those plying routes around the world, commenced compliance with the
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 2020 sulphur emissions regulation. This is
scheduled to take effect on January 1, 2020. This will obviously increase the cost of food,

building materials, and other imports.

This is just a snapshot of some of the external environmental factors that we are faced with.

Financial Performance Review

Although we have not yet reached full recovery, substantial progress has been made to
restore our physical infrastructure, demonstrating the resilience of our people and their

ability to revive critical economic activity in the aftermath of the 2017 natural disasters.

At the end of 2019, the Ministry of Finance projects that the total size of our economy
measured by Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in nominal terms should reach $1.303 billion.

This reflects an increase in growth of between 1 and 2 percent from 2018.

The sum approved in the 2019 Budget for recurrent expenditure was $331.33 million. Total
recurrent expenditure, based on estimates, is $293.45 million. Mechanisms put in place by
your new Government constrained unnecessary and wasteful spending resulting in potential

savings for the people for the Virgin Islands despite the significant decline in revenues from
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incorporations of companies. Upcoming legislation such as the Contractor General
Legislation will further enhance our procurement policy to ensure value for the people’s

money.

Meanwhile, it is estimated that $350.3 million of the $361.8 million budgeted revenues were
realised under your Government’s astute and prudent management. The projection is for
ending the year with a recurrent surplus despite having to deposit $26.9 million to the
Reserve Fund in 2019 to bring our Territory into compliance with the ratios under the

Protocols for Effective Financial Management (PEFM).

Income taxes surpassed expectations, drawing an estimated $51.8 million, which is $1.3
million more than the amount projected in the 2019 Budget. This is a sign of employment

growth, which is an indication of a recovering economy.

Prior to our taking office, there were already projections that clearly stated that in the
coming years our financial services industry would be faced with some serious and
unprecedented challenges. Case in point: up to September, 2019, we recorded a 27.9 percent
decline in new incorporations of companies and an 8.7 percent drop in revenue from the

Registry of Corporate Affairs.

Although the timing infers that this was due to the imposition of economic substance on the
financial services industry, other factors such as our rate of recovery, an unprecedented level
of uncertainty stemming from BREXIT, increasing regulations, an unstable global macro-
economic environment, reputational risk, new competitors, and changing client expectations

can all be possible contributing factors.

We also cannot forget the likely impact of the anticipation for full implementation of the
publicly accessible register of Beneficial Ownership by the end of 2023. The possible risk to
our financial services model and revenue collection is still a looming factor that needs to be

closely monitored.
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However, this impact has been cushioned somewhat by the performance of other revenue
categories. For instance, hotel accommodation tax is estimated at $2.68 million, which is
$1.48 million above the sum anticipated in the budget and more than double this revenue

category’s performance in 2018. Recovery of our tourism industry is on the move.

Collection from the Environmental Levy has increased by over 32 percent, which translates
to over half-a-million dollars more than 2018. Proceeds from cruising permits are estimated
to pass the 2019 approved budget by $0.9 million to total $4.3 million. This is in excess of $1

million more than the actual revenue from cruising permits for 2018.

Taxes from international trade is estimated to have jumped by more than $5 million
compared to 2018, and more than $4 million than what was budgeted at the start of the year.
This is largely attributed to the diligence of our hard-working team at Her Majesty’s
Customs. This has all been accomplished in an environment of heightened demand for goods

especially building materials.

Despite the challenges in the financial services industry, recovery has steadily continued to
the extent that more attention can now be paid to planning for development work which

would set an investment friendly platform for a stable, smart, green economy.

The reality is that we cannot allow ourselves to be like a flag flapping in the wind. The BVI
must diversify its economy with urgency. We must take steps today to improve the revenue
generation capacity of our existing engine of tourism, shore up our position in the global

financial services market and develop new industries and our productive capacity.

Doing nothing is definitely not an option. However, we must proceed with caution with
respect to borrowing, even with loan guarantees and lower interest rates. We must be
mindful to the extent to which we allow ourselves to be leveraged because it is us, the people
of the Virgin Islands, who will have to repay any debts incurred. Hence, our borrowing must

be based on our ability to repay.
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The Task Ahead

Notwithstanding the fact that this Government took office without finding a substantive
budget in place, only nine months left in the fiscal year, and the economic challenges
mentioned above, your Government has worked hard to stabilise the situation, lay the

foundation for a turn around and improve the quality of life of our citizens.

The task before your present Government is to right the wrongs we inherited, fix that which
is broken, and transform these Virgin Islands into a financially sustainable Territory; to make
our people secure, physically, emotionally and economically; and to make our infrastructure,

systems and people resilient against any conceivable calamity.

Resilience requires being competitive in the global business world, whether it is in our main
industries of tourism and financial services, or in any other sectors we lean on to bolster our

economy.

The role of Government is to cultivate an environment where citizens can thrive and where
economic activity can take place. Part of this responsibility includes positioning the Territory

to compete in the global arena.

Looking ahead for the medium- to long-term, your Government’s objective is to make the
BVI a financially and economically sustainable Territory; to make our people secure,
physically, emotionally and economically, and to develop all-round resilience and

competitiveness.

To achieve this, your Government will lead the way in fostering the development of robust,
efficient and effective value chains and value systems that will strengthen our competitive
position in our main industries of financial services and tourism, while creating opportunities
for our entrepreneurs and trained professionals to spread their wings and pursue activities in

other areas of business, leading to diversification of the economy.



Our aim is to accelerate transformation for resilience and sustainability, embracing SMART
strategies and Green Development, and creating opportunities for empowerment of our

People.

For any good business plan to be successful, you must have the necessary supporting
infrastructure, capable human resources, appropriate technology, reliable procurement
systems, operational capacity, inbound and outbound logistics, marketing and sales, and

supporting services.

Your Government will be doing its part and, as far as is possible, will be open to entering into

partnerships with the private sector to bring this vision to a reality.

Infrastructure
Mr Speaker, good infrastructure is essential for building strong value chains.

Over the last eight-and-a-half months, your Government has prioritised the revitalisation of
the infrastructure to get our children back into an academic environment. The L-Shaped
building of the Elmore Stoutt High School, now renamed the L. Adorothy Turnbull building,
was completed. The facilities at the Clarence Thomas Limited building in Pasea Estate were
upgraded to make it more conducive to teaching and learning. Building-1 of the Bregado Flax
Educational Centre was restored with help from Unite BVI and the Cable & Wireless

Foundation, while the Enis Adams Primary School was rebuilt through donations.

In 2020, we will equip our schools with much needed furniture and equipment. We will
focus on replacing and upgrading internet access points, and placing technological devices
such as Promethean Boards, digital tablets, laptop and desktop computers in every classroom

in both primary and secondary schools.



We will also begin the rebuilding of the Jost Van Dyke Primary School and the remaining
buildings at Bregado Flax Educational Centre, and we will complete designs for the Eslyn
Henley Richez Learning Centre. We will also develop the Elmore Stoutt High School Master
Plan and design a building that will house the students presently in the Clarence Thomas Ltd

building.

Decisive action was taken to recommence ferry operations at West End and to start work on

the facilities at Jost Van Dyke. This will continue in the new fiscal year.

Work has begun to restore and renovate the Central Administration Complex, now renamed
in honour of the first Premier of the Virgin Islands the late Hon Ralph T O’Neal, OBE, to
make the facility fit for use by our hard-working public officers. Repair to the ro